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Balanced Literacy Matrix 

Interactive Writing 
Description:  Interactive Writing is a tool for helping children understand, read, and write a variety of texts to express meaning.  It is a collaborative 

literacy experience. Key Elements are: 

 Children compose the text with the teacher 

  Following considerations: appropriate words, phrases, organization of text, and layout  

  Teacher selects specific teaching points throughout the lesson 

 Children come up to the text to “share the pen”               

Directions:  Mark the characteristics within each category that most clearly describes your teaching at this time. 

 

Materials:  My goal is to have all necessary materials organized and accessible to use during interactive writing. 

   I do not have the materials 

 necessary to implement 

 Interactive Writing. 

 

 

   I have an easel, paper, 

 markers, correction tape, and 

 a pointer to begin my lesson.  

 I also have the students’ 

 names written on chart paper, 

 along with an alphabet chart, 

 chunk chart, vowel chart, 

 word chart, and word wall. 

 

   I have the necessary materials 

 for Interactive Writing.  To 

 further enhance word study 

 within the, I have a Magna 

 Doodle or a whiteboard and 

 magnetic letters. 

   I have the necessary materials 

 as listed in the previous boxes.  

 I know which students I need 

 to involve in the lesson 

 because an instructional chart 

 containing what the children 

 know and need to learn is near 

 me to reference. 

 

Classroom Management/Student Engagement:  My goals are to manage the lesson well with children demonstrating they know the routines and 

to have all teaching procedures in place.  Engage children’s attention throughout the lesson.  Produce the message with fluency and keep the lesson 

moving at an appropriate pace. 

   My management of the lesson 

 is not smooth.  Children do 

 not understand the routines; 

 thus, need a lot of direction.  

 The lesson is often interrupted 

 because of behavior or 

 materials are not accessible.  

 Children’s attention is 

 inconsistent.  Lessons are 

 slow and consistently take  too 

 long which disrupts my 

 schedule. 

   I have the general procedures 

 in place and my materials are 

 accessible.  However, at times 

 children are inattentive, 

 engagement is inconsistent, 

 and the lesson slows.  The 

 time of the lesson is nearly 

 right, but we do not 

 accomplish much because 

 “sharing the pen” takes a long 

 time; therefore, the pace is 

 slow. 

   All procedures are in place for 

 Interactive Writing. The 

 children know the routines 

 and are generally engaged.  I 

 am working on a better-

 managed pace, the lesson is 

 going smoothly, and the 

 lesson is about the right length 

 of time.  We are able to 

 produce print and read it with

 children and I sharing the pen. 

   The lesson is fast paced and 

 managed with procedures and 

 routines in place.  My students 

 are engaged and attentive 

 during Interactive Writing.  

 The length of the lesson is just 

 right.  Children know what is 

 expected and initiate action.  

 We produce a large amount of 

 print in a short time. 
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Assessing Student Progress:  My goal is to select powerful teaching points based on what the children need to know how to do as writers and that 

demonstrate how written language works. 

   I am not observing shifts in 

 learning and have difficulty 

 connecting with what children 

 know.  I am not sure how to 

 make the best teaching 

 decisions.  I tend to have too 

 many teaching points during 

 Interactive Writing; therefore, 

 the lesson is lengthy. 

   I am applying the mechanics 

 of the lesson, but I am not yet 

 involving children that allows 

 me to focus on my teaching 

 decisions for more powerful 

 and explicit learning.  I still 

 have either too many teaching 

 points or too few. 

   I am comfortable with the 

 procedures and take time to 

 reflect on my teaching 

 decisions before, during, and 

 after the lesson.  I usually 

 make an appropriate number 

 of teaching points, but am still 

 working to select the most 

 powerful for learning.  

 

   My decisions are well timed, 

 powerful for learning, and 

 explicitly demonstrate 

 processes that allow children 

 to use what they know in a 

 strategic way. 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Routines:  My goal is to involve children in producing the text, word by word, keeping in mind the meaning, and giving attention to 

words, letters, and punctuation. 

   I generally write the message 

 myself or slightly involve the 

 children to participate.  They 

 have trouble attending to word 

 construction.  I am just 

 beginning to learn how to link 

 writing to what they know.  

 There is little rereading of the 

 text. 

 

   I involve children in writing 

 the text as much as possible, 

 but the process is irregular 

 and slow.  I have some trouble 

 with management.  I do not 

 consistently have them reread 

 the text in order to anticipate 

 the next word or phrase in the 

 message. 

   I have established “sharing the 

 pen,” and we consistently 

 reread the message during 

 Interactive Writing.  I need to 

 focus on teaching for 

 strategies that they as writers 

 will be able to use 

 independently.  

 

   The text is collaboratively 

 produced, smoothly managed, 

 and reread many times.  I 

 focus attention to word 

 construction through hearing 

 and writing the sounds and by 

 linking known words to 

 writing new ones.  

 

Instructional Focus:  My goal is to elicit individual ideas, have children agree on a group composition, and guide the text skillfully so that the 

material contains a range of language, vocabulary and opportunities for studying words. 

   I have not yet begun to engage 

 children in composing the text 

 during Interactive Writing.  

 Usually, I compose the 

 message for the lesson. 

   I invite children to participate 

 in composing the text, but 

 have difficulty in generating a 

 good quality message.  I either 

 direct too much or there are so 

 many ideas I can not bring 

 them together in a concise 

 manner. 

   I invite children to participate 

 in composing the text and we 

 generally have a successful 

 collaboration.  I want to work 

 more on generating messages 

 with more potential for 

 language, vocabulary, and 

 word study. 

   I guide the composition to 

 demonstrate the composing 

 process and to ensure that 

 children understand how to 

 produce a text.  The message 

 has opportunities for 

 expanding language, 

 vocabulary, and word study. 

 


